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'We are, and always will be, wanderers who have lost their way . . .

When atrunk of family letters gives Amin Maal ouf the opportunity to trace his past, he finds himself -
having never before asked questions - transfixed by the stories of his ancestors. Starting in the mountains of
L ebanon and taking him across the seato Havana, his history is one of restlessness and exile: of the search
for identity, of dramatic emigrations, and of revolutions espoused in the dying years of the Ottoman Empire
and beyond. The result is an exquisite memoir, abook that finds dramain the most personal of tales, pathos
in the grandest of gestures, and an understanding that the most nomadic of families can also epitomize home.
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Nasser Zorkot says
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Elif says

Amin Maalouf’ un kendi atalar?n?n izini stirdi?0 bir kitap. Y azar bir giin dedesiyle ve dedesinin karde?iyle
ilgili olarak ¢cocuklu?undan beri kula??na ¢al ?nan masallar?n pe?ine di?meye karar veriyor ve annesinin
saklad??? bir valiz dolusu belgenin izinde aile tarihinin pe?ine di?lyor.

Y azar?n ailesini bize tan?tt??? k?s?mlar biiyiik zevkle okunuyordu. Ozellikle dedesi Butros tan dyle giizel
bahsetmi? ki, Maalouf’ un atas?n?n ba??ndan gecgenleri de?il de Osmanl? Devleti’ nin son dénemlerinde
ya?am?? bir ilim adam?n?n; eZitmenin; bilincli, yenilikci ve ayn? zamanda da sadk bir vatanda??n
maceralar”n? okuyor gibi hissettiriyor insana. |. Diinya Sava?? na giden yolda, sava? esnas?ndave
sonras?nda 6nce Osmanl ? Devleti’ ne ba?? daha sonra Frans?z egemenli?ine gegen L tbnan’ da (halk?n
isimlendirdi? ?ekliyle “Da?") ya?ayan insanlar?n hayat gaileleri, go¢ edip etmeme konusunda di?tikleri
teredditler, uzaklara giden akrabalar?n o dénemin zor ileti?im ko?ullar”nda bile asla unutulmamas?...

kitab?n ikinci k?sm?, 6zellikle de yazarn Kuba' daki buyik amcas?, Butros un karde? Cebrail hakk?nda
yapt??? ara2t?rmalar? tim teferruat?yla anlatt??? k?s?mlar?n cok uzat?2d???n? di?Uniyorum. O kadar ki, ilk
sayfalarda elimden b?rakamad???m kitaba tim ilgimi kaybettim. Bu da kitab? bitirme sliremi uzatt?kca
uzatt?.

Sonug olarak, muhakkak okunmal? diyebilece?m tirde bir kitap de?il. Yine de bahsetti?im hususlar dikkate
al?narak okunursa hayal k?r2kI??? da yaratmayaca?™n? ve Turkiye nin gegmi?inin anlatd??? k?s?mlar?n
ilgi gekici oldu?unu di?intyorum.

http://www.elixlibris.com/yollarin-ba..

NAMIK SOMEL says

Yollar?m?z nereyeta??yor bizi?



Y az?A?p bir k6?ede bekleyen mektuplar, ?irler, an?ar, zaman?n 6ncesinde ya?anan hayatlarata??r hizi.
Kimi yok olmu?, kimi tozlu bir raflarda bekleyen gecmi?e ait izlere, ¢co?u zaman ula?amay?z. Bizi gecmi?e
ba?ayan hat?ralar, onlara uzanan ba?kaellere bir ?ey ifade etmez.

Amin Maalouf, annesinin bavulundan yola ¢?karak gegcmi?ini ar?yor bu romanda. Asl”ndatiim Maal ouf
kitaplar?n?n ortak paydas?, bizim de icinde bulundu?umuz bu co?rafyadan, tarihten, yak?n gecmi?ten
masals? izler ta??mas?2d?r.

Bu romanda ailenin en guicli karakteri blyik dede Butros Maalouf 'latan???yoruz. Bu karakter o kadar
etkileyici ki di?er karakterler hep Butros' un gélgesinde kal ?yor. Kubadan, M?s?r'a, ?stanbul'dan, Parise tim
dunya co?rafyas?na da?2m?? bir 6yku bu;bize uzak olmayan.

"Anlamak istersen Do?u Ulkelerinde neyin yolunda gitmedi7ini, neden itilip kat?d???n? bu halklar™,
Say?s?z erdemleri oldu?unu amabilgisizlik hastal ?7??na tutulduklar?n? goreceksin.

Caresi vard?r bu hastal ???n;ama ancak bilgiyle iyile?tirilebilir,gurbete gbcerek de?il!

Bilgi Do?u'da do?du, sonra gitti bat?ya;art?k yaknlar”n?n yan?na donmesinin zaman2d?r. "

Butros 'un buna benzer bir ¢ok tahlilleri etkili bir dille anlat?m??.

Bir Atatirk hayrand?r Butros. Atatirk' Gn, ca?da? bir Ulke yaratmaya cal ???rken Bat? dan 6rnek almas?, yeri
geldi?inde de Bat?ya kafa tutmas? onu ¢ok etkilemi?tir. Bu hayranl???n?, kendisi gibi ayd?n bir e7itimci
olan €7 Nazirelyi ikna ederek k?zlar?na erkek ad? olmas?nara?men Kamal ad?n? vererek gostermi2tir.

Bu kitab? okurken, tozlu raflar aras”ndan kendi biyuk dedem Tayyib Zade Hafiz Mehmed Zuhdi 'nin Farsga
yazd??? ve Osmanl?cadan Turkceye cevrilen 7iir kitab”n? buldum. Bas2Am?? di?er yedi kitab? elimizde yok
malesef. Osmanl ?ca bas?mlar?n? bulabilmek igin yar?n ?ehir kittphanesine gidece?m.

Bir yazar?n ba?ar?s?, okuru yeni yollara sirikleyecek duygular veizler b?rakabilmesidir. "Y ollar?n
Ba?ang?c?' beni kendi yolumun ba?lang?c?na do?ru stiriikledi. Ne bulurum bilemem ama bu aray???n
2imdiden beni saran bir heyecan, ve duygu seline doni2ti20 kesin.

Semerkant , Do?udan Uzakta ve Y ollar™n Ba?Zlang?c?... Maalouf 'la ¢?t???m bu ¢ yolculuk daipek hal?
Ustiinde masal tad”ndayd?,yeni romanlar? ca??ran.

Nam?k Somel / 4 May?s 2015/ Trabzon




Tamer Goueli says
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Christina says

After giving this book my customary 100 pages, | skimmed most of it as | was not really given areason to
care about the characters and minimal historical context for their lives and choices, then became more
interested when Maalouf finally makes the story more personal, by connecting himself to the story on avisit
to Cubato research his grest-uncle Gebrayel.

Two things would have hel ped me enjoy this book more: three maps of the Ottoman Empire, one circa 1895,
one circa 1918 and one of the cities mentioned by the autor; a note at the beginning indicating the names of
the people shown on the cover.

Y es, there is some interesting character development and | learned a smidge about life in early 20th century
Levant. But the section about the Cuban branch of the family is the most interesting.




Ahmed says
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Bert Gavel says

Loved this book. It takes you back to atime when religious/sectarian strife in the Middle East was just alittle
less horrible. You'll feel sympathy for the freethinking teacher who decides not to emigrate, but to found a
modern school at home. His brother who does and builds alifein Cuba. Their various
protestant/orthodox/catholic/muslim/nati onalist/ottoman friends and relatives who illustrate the dicum '‘Men
make their own history, but they do not make it as they please.’

Nada EL Shabrawi says
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Ahmed Almawali says
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Onur B says

It isvery good and extensive family tree story. Stories belong to family are different countries and quite
interesting. Family's story starting Middle east and continuo till Cuba. Some of sections from Ottoman times,



very interesting story of two brothers, Author's journey of Cubaand his survey there, a extraordinary Butros
character. It isvery good.

Naila says

I've considered abandoning ship SO. MANY . times, but I'm glad | stuck with it. It's not terribly exciting but
it's a beautiful gesture that | really respect and can identify with.

Abeer says
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