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Two istrapped: hooked on heroin, held as property, forced to sell her body to feed the addiction. Time brings
her ever closer to what seems an inevitable death and Two waits, uncaring, longing only for the next fix.

That’s when Theroen arrives, beckoning to his Ferrari and grinning his inscrutable grin. He is handsome.
Confident. Eager to help lift her out of the life that’s grinding her down.

The only problem? Theroen is avampire.

His blood can cure her addiction, grant her powers she has never had, change her forever into something
greater than she was. But when he sinks his teeth into her neck, Theroen also thrusts Two into aworld of
danger, violence, madness and despair. The powerful, twisted elder Abraham will use her arrival to shatter
the uneasy peace that exists in his mansion, bringing an end to the dark game he has been playing for
centuries.
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Kay says

I made it about half way through the book and decided not to finish it. Maybe | will pick it up again later, but
itisdoubtful. | actually liked the main character and the the concept of the book. | think it definitely had
potential. What | did not like was the relationship between Two and Theron. Basically, he bites her, takes her
home, helps her over her addiction and suddenly sheisin love with him. It just didn't work for me. There
was no relationship building for me and | feel that she did not know Theoron well enough to fall in love with
him. | was getting to some more back story about Theoron but found that | just wasn't interested in
continuing at that point and did not care enough to learn more about him. | still think it was a good concept
and it was written well, | just couldn't get into the characters and the relationship between them.

Nicole says

| wanted SO bad to like this book.

It was free on Kindle and when | read the description and glanced at the reviews (I only really scan the star
ratings) | was siked. | LOVE Vampire novels written by men. (Ala Charlie Huston) Men have away of
making the (possible) love between a mortal and a Vampire make sense. Women go for the old, every girl
likes the bad boy they think will change for them. Men, not so much.

| thought ahh ha! She was adrug addict and prostitute, of course loving a Vampire would make sense
Stockholm syndrome something like that. Somehow the author took that no-brainer of a plot and made it
senseless. They arein love about 30 seconds after meeting. | was literally sitting jaw dropped like “really??
Witf?21?" How and when did that happen? The heroine bounced back and forth between a hardened street
urchin to awhiney and love struck little girl. It made no sense.

And how like aman to think that he can give her an orgasm (which lacked detail imo btw) and she will
instantly fall in love. She was a prostitute. | imagine it would have taken her a bit longer to get past some
things.

| LOVE, LOVE, LOVE thisplot. | readly do. | felt like the story got away from the author, like perhaps his
brain was working faster than he could type and there was no one there to properly edit or add and delete and
line up his story. It was disointed. He would have me really interested and liking the style and then wham!
Jump around to something that made no sense.

I, by no means think this author is lacking in talent. | think it’s just the opposite. He has the makings of a
very good vampire writer, but he needs honest back up. Someone who is not afraid to tell him when to cut
the story back and what does and does not work. The bones of this story are very good. But for instance the
bit about Two liking art seemed random and digjointed. | think | am using disjointed for the second or third
timein thisreview. That iswhy | am NOT awriter. But that does sum up my feelings about this book.
Disjointed. Get it together and | could be arampant fan. Nothing better than Vampire love stories that
actually include sex. :-)

Ohh and | am all for crazy names, but Two was difficult to read as a name.



Charlie Huston

Tina says

Thisis not aclean and sanitized Twilight-esque vampire novel, nor is a sweet romance where the vampires
never kill people. Instead it is a dark, gritty novel. The main character starts out the novel as a prostitute,
unwillingly hooked on drugs so that she becomes avirtual slave to her pimp. The vampire we know best
doesn’'t think twice about killing people, although he doesn’t have to do so to survive. Y et, despite that |
enjoyed reading the story. The author doesn’t explain much of anything about his vampires (ie: where
vampires come from, how their society is organized, etc) and left me thirsting for the next novel, hoping to
find out more about these things.

Thisisn't really anovel | would generally pick up. However, the author givesit away (as do Barnes and
Noble and afew other sellers) just to get hiswork to his audience, and really, who turns down a free book?
I’m glad | read it though, because | really did enjoy it.

Nic says

My rating and review takes in to consideration that | got this book for free from iBooks. Why must thisbe a
part of the criteria, well it is because of one word, "editing”. |'ve read severa freeiBooks and for most
novels; editing, grammar, and word usage are extremely poor. The Blood That Bonds seems to be an
exception to this sad fate.

The characters are well written and their voices are defined. The story isn't new or fantastic but it was
entertaining and you cared for the protagonist. The author was able to give us readers a solid sense of what
the setting and who the players were through very precise and imaginative words.

| believe that Buecheler's take on "elder vampires' is precisely correct and | wish more new novels would
incorporate this view on them. Elder Vampires should be godlike in power. The older you are, the more
powerful you become. | also enjoyed hisinitial stages of defining "blood hierarchy”. Thisis yet another
vision | would hope other novels would follow.

In the end, it isworth to grab simply becauseit isfree, it won't drive you insane with poor editing, and it will
entertain you through some nights.

BookM arc says

"The Blood That Bonds' is avampire novel with more than an element of romance to it that reads as allittle
bit more old school than say, the Night Huntress series.

Like the Night Huntress series, and most vampire novels these days, it has a major love interest between the
story's two most prominent characters. The female of the couple, Two, starts out the story as a drug addicted
prostitute before being converted by the ancient vampire Theroen. | can't say | cared too much for the names
of the two main characters. Sure, they're different from the normal names you see in vampire novels but |
never really took to them, particularly Two. Another aspect | couldn't take to was the cover of the book. It



looked too much like the cover of a 70s horror B-movie and didn't do the novel any favorsat all asit's much
more refined and intellectual than what the cover suggests.

If you were to judge this book from the first chapter then you wouldn't think it was a vampire novel at al
(unless you seen the cover of course) as it very much concentrates on introducing Two and the horrible life
she leads. At the mercy of heroin, and reliant upon her pimp to supply it, Two's life is one of dejection and
despair. The despair is portrayed very well and when Theroen enters the story and shows Two a wealthier
and more opulent standard of living it's easy to see why she quickly fallsfor his charm and fallsin love.
Likewise, Theroen fallsin love with Two although there was an aspect of Theroen also being that father
figure that Two never had and thus she falls for a more emotionally mature male. | loved the relationship
between Two and Theroen and much preferred their dynamic to that of the very popular Kat and Bones.
With Two's character being fleshed out from the beginning we're left with a series of story telling flashbacks
to set the foundation for who Theroen is and how he came to be. While living as apriest Theroen is
transformed into a vampire by Abraham which is an action that calls him to question everything he has
believed. There'savery strong distinction in the name of Abraham to the Biblical figure of the same name
and thus it was a very well chosen name for the character. Of course, with Theroen being a priest there are
some good linesin this novel in relation to his faith. One such line spoken by Abraham being, "If ever your
God was listening, little sheep, he has long since gone desaf."

Aswell as Abraham there are a couple of strong side characters who play amajor part in this novel.
Melissa/Missy who is avampire with a split personality. Sometimes the evil Missy isin control and at other
timesit's Melissa. Thiswas a very good way of creating suspense in the novel for her character could appear
as either person and it kept her very interesting. The other main vampire character is Tori who isas much, if
not more, animal than human. In that respect she is a vampire but one who has the raw brutality and
demeanor of awerewolf that remainsin its non-human form.

There are strong sexual € ements throughout this novel, as arousal is often brought about from the desire that
the vampires have to feed, but equally strong is the notion of love. At times the two are brought up in
conversation and we are left in no doubt that Two and Theroen truly love each other even though their
relationship is highly sexual such as when Theroen says, "Sex is sex. Loveislove...love makes sex
something more...sex without love is merely gratification. | love you Two."

| was actually loving this novel until 75% of the way through (yes, | read it on my Kindle so | know the
exact percentage) and then there's a story changing moment that totally changes the whole direction of the
book. I'm not sure as to why the author chose the direction he did but | really do believe 100% that it was the
wrong way to go. | think | could have lived with that moment being the end of the book but the fact it
happens with a quarter of the novel still remaining just had me baffled. Even more so when taking into
account that the final quarter of the novel is actualy its weakest part.

The final quarter of the novel losesits way abit and is atad inconsistent. For instance there's a part where
Tori gets out of a shower and is seen naked by a character named Sam. Sam complains about seeing more
than she needed to. Initself that's fine except Sam has just witnessed the slaughter of two people with blood
and guts everywhere. Why on earth would she be concerned about seeing another female get out of the
shower with the carnage she just witnessed? Didn't really make sense to me and pulled me out of the novel.
Another example of the novel losing itsway in the final quarter when Two states it would take a nuclear
bomb to kill Abraham. Earlier in the novel she mentioned the same thing to Theroen and he told her that
wouldn't work without getting into details asto why. So as she knew that already why even say it again even
if it was meant in jest?

The ending of the story wraps everything up into a neat little package and gives the reader a positive, if
somewhat timid, finish to the novel. It's difficult to go into the faults of what transpires at the end without
giving the ending away but | will say | found it too unrealistic and the reasoning used, in relation to what
happens, was about as strong as wet paper.

It'sashame | felt the way | did about the final quarter of the novel as up until then this novel was a definite
winner and | would have rated it higher. Given the way it panned out in the last quarter | feel | have to drop



the rating down alittle.

Kitty Austin says

"THE BLOOD THAT BONDS' BY CHRISTOPHER BUECHELER

A Vampire's need for a companion takes a heroin addicted hooker by the name of "Two" off the streets and
into the realm of nightmares. Though Theroen had given her anew life, Two is having a hard time adjusting
but learns quickly how to handle the change and seeks to help the other girls that are trapped by the pimp
Darren.

This story iswell-written and has a bite that most fans of the supernatural will enjoy. While | did enjoy the
story it wasjust alittle of too much the same for me. Another basic Vampire fallsin love with girl, girl
becomes his companion, and eventually gets revenge on the ones that always treated her badly. If you enjoy
this type of story you will definitely enjoy this book. | do recommend giving it aread.

Kitty Bullard / Great Minds Think Aloud

Read more: http://www.greatmindsthinkal oud.probo...

Carinasays

This had potential to be a great story. It had promise of being something different, new and exciting. But it
wasn't.

Thefirst 2 chapters were really good. It sets you up for something that looks to be a great story, but from
thereit fallsflat, predictable and atad boring. | was still hopeful, so | kept reading.

Thereis no climax really. The conflict is obvious but it doesn't reach that high and it doesn't get your
adrenaline pumping, like it should.

Two and Theroen are... non-beliabable. They "fall for each other" too quickly and their "romance” is
somewhat vague and un-interesting. Sometimes it feelslike Theroen is till in love with an old flame, that he
won't let go of. And others he's all about Two. Rather confussing if you ask me. Also he sounds very cold at
times(like robotic cold) and others he's warm and nice. <---Contradiction much? | think so.

Sometimes they were hot and others cold, | just couldn't connect with them. (view spoiler)

| hateit, when | come across a book with such potential to be great, well at least good. Anditsal abig lie.
*9gh* I'm not even sureif I'll bother reading the rest of the series.

Jeffrey Newman says

Good read, long chapters



Good story yet hard to put down due to the length of the chapters. Good use of characterizations. Nice plot.

Anzu The Great Destroyer says

Oh, just look at that cover! | loveit so much!! It was the main reason | got the book, but I’m sure you could
aready guessthat. Too bad it's too misleading.

When | ook at the image | think of a badass Urban Fantasy heroine killing everything that stands in her way
of achieving something great and saving the world. Asit turns out, The Blood That Bondsis just atypical,
and | put it in bold because you can’t get more typical than this, vampire romance story.

It startsin avery interesting manner. We have Two (yes, that is her real name) who ran away from home and
ended up a homeless drug addict. Lucky (or not) for her she was taken in by her drug supplier and brutally
forced to prostitute herself.

This part was very deep and interesting. But then a mysterious client chooses her as his next.. victim. He is
rich, drives a Ferrari and treats her like the lady she never was.

Y ou can probably guess what happens next, right?

The dude turning her into avamp so that she can be with him forever. Why did he choose her from all the
other potential victims out there? | guess we'll never know.

I'm falling in love with him, she thought, and in love with what heis.

Oh, give me abreak! This happens 19% along the way. 19%!!!

This ruins abook for me. Thetypical | just turned you into a freak because | love you even though I’ ve just
met you hours ago gig is old and sucks ass. Give me adamn story! Entertain me!!!

Ugh! I don’t think | need to read the book in order to know what happens next.

I’m sorry my dearest people but thisiswhere | bail out. | simply can’'t stand these horribly boring stories.

Tammy says

Two, ( That redly isher name.), is a hooker addicted to heroin. She has amean pimp. A vampire sees her
and decides to turn her for himself. He loves her for no apparent reason. His master/father doesn't like this.
and soon....

The books reads about as smoothly as my review so far. The author may as well called me up on the phone
to droll on about hisbook. | felt like | was waiting for the actual story to start while being introduced to two

dimensional characters.

Even her transformation to vampire, where we al know is like abody lift and plastic surgery gone epic, is



anti-climatic. She has better skin and her eyes glow but she still is an addict with no personality.
| skimmed big time.
Finally near the end | saw a glimpse of potential to this story. | have to say that book two in this series could

possibly be alot better. | am currently trying to convince myself to put in on my TBR shelf. I'm sureif |
drink a couple Gin and Juices | will.

Jenni Hackler says

A mesmerizing read that intrigues you from almost the start to the end.

At 1st it was awee bit slow but by the 2nd chapter, | was hooked.

If you are not used to jumping from current to the past view of characters, it may
confuse you only awee bit to where you may need to re-read parts to understand
clearly. The ending caused ajoyful/ caring relief but then at the same time,
wanting you to experience more of the main character. What will she do now?

I am anew fan of Christopher's now & am excited to follow thru with hiswritings &

his other talents & interests. It iswonderful to be able to see an author thru

regular, everyday events to know he/sheisareal down-to-earth person. As| am finding

that Christopher doesn't mind sharing thingsin hislife & let you get to know some of the

"real Him".

| would love to hear how he met his beautiful French wife sometime. Isthat possible Chris? LOL!
Well, off to follow him on one of his hobbies that is one of mine aswell... Brewing your own
beers & mixology. ;)

Thanx Christopher for "TBTB" & please inform me when | can get ahold of "Blood Hunt".

Sue says

Gritty, very origina take on the vampire saga. Loved the characters, loved the idea.

It fell alittle short in some of the details. . . the idea of the 'change back’ sort of left me out. | know it'ssilly
to say when you're discussing something ridiculously implausible, but | just didn't feel the idea of being able
to become human again was workable. How long do you need to be avampire for it to 'take'? Isit good only
aslong as your 'maker' is 'alive? When a maker dies, do all his progeny revert? When | read something like
this, that's where my mind goes, and in this book, that's one of the things that made me crawl out of Mr.
Buecheler's world and sit back in my own.

The ending was alittle too sappy and tied up, but | LOVE the idea of a sequel. If he spends time on the
development of the whole thing, and keeps his details in focus, the next book will be a home run for sure.




Mena Grazie says

| enjoyed this story. It isthe tale of a human prostitute and addict with an unusual name who finds
redemption in avampire's love. Like most vampire stories, it is one of death and rebirth and the emational
ties which endure for lifetimes. It isthe story of survival and finding reasons to go on, even in the midst of

despair.

Two, for al her flaws and frailties, makes an interesting anti-heroine. She does not want to be a heroine at
all. She wantsto lose herself in dreaming, in needs and in love. Instead, she finds that dreams and love and
even needs can be shattered past al repairing. It isahard lesson. Rather than emerge from it calloused and
cold, Two emerges with afamily, perhaps more than one. She finds the strength not only for revenge on
those who shattered her dreams, but to survive and save others. One can't help wondering what happens to
her in afuture only hinted at in the epilogue.

Abraham is the monster, the villain all vampires threaten to be. Cold, uncaring, selfish and deadly, his power,
both as an ancient vampire and as an individual of great wealth isimmense. Like most men of power,
however, he has lost touch with his children though he will not et them go. They are his, as much as his art
collection and library are.

Readers can't help feeling sorry for Theroen and Melissa. They are tragic figures caught in a game they have
little hope of winning. The idea of a priest becoming avampireisintriguing. So is the concept of someone
developing multiple personalities (or going feral as Tori does) as aresult of the Turning process. | also liked
the ideathat if the Maker/Sire vampire is destroyed within a certain amount of time, say 50 years or so, of
making a new vampire, that vampire will revert to being human.

The author shows flashes of brilliance. Unfortunately, these are camouflaged by a great deal of extraneous
detail and some poor editing. There are jarring typos and errors which spoil the spell of disbelief. It isaso
too long (974 pages on my iPod) though | read it over the course of a couple of days, so it isavery fast read.
I must admit, | skipped ahead in afew places, but then | often do, even in books | love. Maybe that's why
books are always fresh to me, even when I've read them before. It's agood read for distraction, something
you can pick up and put down without really interrupting the flow. A good beach book.

Leah Walker says

SPOILER ALERT



WEell, it kept me interested al through theday i read it in ;") couldnt put it down.

BUT i'm a soppy romantic so i was not happy with Theroen dying :( hopefully he will miraculously come
back in the sequel (yn)

| also would have liked alittle more love between Theroen and Two, especially because of the whole Lisette
thing. It made me feel like Two was just a replacement :/

But it still hooked me in, more redlistic (as vampire stories go) peoplerelateit to true blood but i think its
better :) just dont tell my sister because she would kill meif sheknew i just said that :Sread it ;)

Penelope Fletcher says

| stared to read this then ended up in tears at 3am, and unable to sleep even though | had to get up and go to
work the next morning. Interestingly, the cover did not appeal to me, and | downloaded it on awhim on my
way home from work. It’s choppy in some places, but agood read. | liked how raw Buecheler wasin
describing the complicated relationship between sex and blood. The ending was not so hot (in my opinion),
but that’ s because I’ m a helpless romantic, and like my endings full of love and hope...blah, blah soppy
stuff. That said, the writing was engaging enough for me to look forward to reading the sequel, which | hope
will be out soon...

Chella says

Although the book started off great and had me hooked, for me, it started to go downhill after afew chapters.
| found myself searching for another read. | am glad | didn't. The more | read, the more intrigued | became.



By the end of the book | couldn't wait to read book I1. The story of Twao's life before Theron is sadly of one
we hear too often, but what aride it was after! | wouldn't consider this book a horror at all. No doubt one of
fantasy and definately one worth the read.

Lorresays

It was my first Kindle freebie (actually first ebook ever) and | didn't expect much of it, because how good
can afree book be?

| was totally taken by surprise because | loved it.

Two and Theroen are great lead characters!

Can't wait to read the second book in this trilogy!

Jamie says

This book was very interesting to me. | think, because it is written by amale, and because it isjust very
different. It does not end with the happiest of endings ... but that's one of the reasons that makes this book
interesting. It was written differently aswell ... not bad per se but the author certainly has a different writing
style. It did have more than the average amount of typos, but they were words that just had an extra letter or
aforgotten letter. | am really at alose of words on how to describe this book. It is dark, which | look for at
times, but it did not hold the romance that | was looking forward too either. There is avery short lived
romance. The story was not predictable at all ... there were times (more during the second half of the book)
where | was wondering where the story would go from here, which kept me reading. | was not thrilled with
the book, but | have to give the author kudos for writing a book that is off the beaten path.

Beth Blake says

There were some parts of the book that annoyed me just alitle, but for the most part | was so engrossed, |
lost track of time. Y es, some parts were a bit choppy, but with the drug-addicted lead character, it makes
sense. Buecheler adds interest to the vampire literature genre with a different perspective.

The ending just plain p* ssed me off, and that meansit was a great book to read...considering | got so
wrapped up in the story enough to evoke an emotion. | know not al stories end with butterflies and
rainbows...but Theoren being killed in such little time aggravated me.

I'm extremely interested in reading more from this author and | certainly hope that there is a continuation of
this story, because that one left me with absolutely no closure!

Pia Veleno says

"Her name was Two, and she sometimes thought she could smell her death, blowing in from the cemetery
that lay south of her building in East New Y ork. Sometimes she even hoped for it. Stinking, muttering,



moldering death. Cold and dark."

It was agreat start. | was pulled into Two's world of heroin addiction, a vicious pimp, and selling her body
simply to survive.

Then amysterious client requests her for what she assumesis atypical night of sex.
From there, The Blood that Bonds becomes your typical vampire story. (I read 35% and then skimmed
another 10%.) After Two is kidnapped from her pimp by the client, the story devolves to cliche ancient

vampires that have too much money, revel in blood and sex, and have an dlitist attitude.

I had hoped we'd see more of that first chapter - the pain, the struggle - but no, thisis a Cinderella story, but
without any explanation as to why the prince fell for poor little Ella.




