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"To v?0 BIBA?0 TNG KOG AZATO €M1 V0 TWEVUATIK? LVNUE?0 A@ EPWLAV0 OTOV HAKEDOVIK? Ay
KOl OTn pv2un Tou T?A0V AyaTmvo?, KATETD ypd, TOL 1d0VIKO? ?pwd. ?XEl TO X?PIOUA TNG
ONUOTIK?G YA?000¢ KOl TNG TEPIYPO@P?C. To €BVIK? dp2Ua, 1 AN AOYOTEXV?0 TOU AL BYOAUIN ATT?
TO OPXE?0 TOU HOKEDOVIKO? AYyV0 TOU UTIOUPYE?0L EEWTEPIKY, ATI? QUTOYPAP?EC, NUEPOA A,
EVOUU?0EIC, TEPIYPAP?C IOIWTV KOl AYWVICTV.

2101 YEP? BEUEAIWUNVO HETAP?PEL TOV AVAW?0TH OTNV ETOX? TOU 1EPO? AYAA TIOL N CNUAC?0 TOL
via TNV MaKedov?2a ?Xel TDAA?C AVOAOY?EC UE TOV oy Tou 1821, Ta "MuoTik? Tou B?ATou”

0 pX?{oLV aT? TNV TRIPAA?0 TOL OEPUN2KO? KOl TIPOXWPO OTOV K2UTO TOU PoupAoukio?, aTov
Aoud?a, otn A?2uvn Favvita?, Kal @Vouv wg TI?pa aTnv 206000, EKE? ?ToL PP7ONKE
KPEUAOUVOC 0 T?A0C AYATNV?C, 0 GEUV?C 2pWaC KATETV ypac. Mia 0OAKANPN ET0X? LE TIR?0WT
KOl TPYUOTA, A OAPKANPN €BVIK? 10TOP?0 TEPVZEL OTI? TIG GEAPOEC TNG KAC. APATA".
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Achilleas says

Ma apICTO?PYN A TNG EAANVIK?C AOYOTEXV 20 C.-

Petros says

This book was until afew years ago recommended by any teacher in all Greek schools. And why not? It was
written by a Greek, it isfull of Greek patriotism, and it was making Albanians and Bulgarians to look like
evil invaders. The prime directive of the school was to make us patriots; a thing counting twice for someone
like me who actually lives very close to where al the events of the book took place about a century ago.

Basically, thisis biased historical fiction and regards the Balkan wars of the early 20th century. After the fall
of the Ottoman empire, the Balkan people were now free. But there were lots of nations and tribes who were
living and mingling together for centuries, thus there were no clear borders of where does each nation begin
and end. Thus we get these wars which were aiming to solidify the lines of each new founded country in
those parts. In the Greek territories for example, all northern nations wanted to annex Macedonia so they
could gain access to the Mediterranean Sea. But this never came to be thanks to the brave Greeks took up
arms and fought relentlessly the invaders in the Axios swamps, until the Greek army found the time to build
abridge, crosstheriver, and get inside Thessaloniki before the others, thus claiming the whole region.

The above have to do with history alone. The book actually focuses on the adventures of a boy and the
defenders of the swamp, as they constantly try to spy on the enemy, sabotage him, fend off the attacks, and
even throw in atale of vengeance to make everything even more violent than it already was.

The problem of the book isfirst of all that it is clearly propagandistic. Greeks are good, Albanians and
Bulgarians are evil. Which | guessit’s ok since it wastaking place in awar and things back then really were
black and white. But it is still propaganda and the author clearly takes sides. In fact, it's asif she was paid by
the government to make it as such and then had every teacher for the next 80 years to be recommending it as
amust for every Greek student.

I must though admit that Penel ope Delta wrote one of the most adventurous and epical stories, made by
Greeksfor Greeks, and the historical background made it feel even greater back when we were really
passionate about the “greekness’ of Macedonia. Nowadays, we pretty much gave up and wetry to save
scraps before we go bankrupt, while FYROM in the north pretty much got all the rightsto claim Alexander
the Great’ s history as their own. So | guess for a nation which lackes good war tales, thisis actually avery
nice specimen; especially for the time it was written. But that isall it is.

In terms of fleshing out the setting, the books read very well. It describesin detail how they were dressed,
living, eating, fighting, even used the local accents, aresult of bastardization of languages by coexisting with
othersfor too long. It isindeed a very good in its folklore aspect. The most memorable part isthe campsin
the swamp, as it describes how they made them float, or how they were using the boats to move fast and
stealthy through the marshes. It also has some cool descriptions of how they were using gunpowder and
arming the single-bullet rifles of that time. The thing is, this part seems to be most of the plot’s context.
Since the main events are set in stone you are pretty much reading how they lived through them and not how



they made them happen, in an almost fatalistic way. It will fedl very boring for anyone not fascinated with
learning of the social-political way things were back then and you get dozens of pages where all you get is
uneventful dice-of-life scenes, slow built-up, and then some skirmishes. And yes, patriotism is all over the
place.

Now about the action part, it tends to be very brutal. It has some really bloody and gory scenes and many
important characters are killed in most horrible ways. This tends to make it exciting in away but | can almost
say it istoo much for children’sliterature. Plus, | have actually met the great-grandson of one of the
Bulgarian villains of the book and he insists that the book turned his ancestor from a mere collaborator to a
vicious monster that died in avery gruesome way by a heroic defender. Thus it twists events around, which
as expected as it iswith fiction, it still feels stupid if you know arelative of the people mentioned in the
book.

Asfor the characters, nobody is too memorable for anything particular. They are all everyday people and
following the times, they are aso illiterate and stupid. Some of them are a so the same protagonists from
Penelope’ s earlier and more kid friendly works, as she throws them all in to fight fearlessly for the good of
the nation. And sheis not afraid to kill most of them either. In thisway it is like the Greek version of the
Lord of the Rings, where a children’ s book like the Hobbit later on gets fused with far more epic and
important events. And what a coincidence, the Hobbit was actually written the same year!

Soinadl itisonly good for its social-political aspect and even there tends to be stretching it far beyond the
average viewer's patience. It will really help you to visualize how it was back then but do not go expecting
interesting dialogues, memorable characters, or exciting battles. Everything is quite basic in those
departments and if you don’t dig the oozing patriotism, you will probably dislike or even drop it midway.
After all these yearsthe only thing | clearly remember isthe battles in the swamp and that pretty much tells
you how forgettable everything else was.

Xenia Orkopoulou says

UTI?P0OX0, KAQOOIK?, 0EET?PACTO

Helen says

Ti uTT?P0X0 PBIBA?0 KO TI KATATANKTIK? oLYypa@?ag!!

Maria Thomarey says

22Uepa Ba TO BEWPO?00E EBVIKIOTIK? . H aA?0E10 2UWC €V TIWE N YONTE?A TOL HAYE?El OK U

Dora says

A stunning masterpiece!



The book describes the war between the Greeks, Bulgarians and Turks through the fictional story of a
dismantled family, focusing on ayoung boy who is "adopted" by the soldiers fighting in the swamp and
helps them as a scout.

It contains true historical figures and battles. Main character of the book is captain Tellos Agras
(Katet?viog T?AAN0C ?ypag ? T?AA0¢ Ayatnv?¢) and how his efforts and death fuelled passion into the
men following him, resulting into killing his assassins and drawing both Turks and Bulgarians out of the
swamps and surrounding area.

The book is extremely long and can be tiring, but it's one amazing read. | wouldn't recommend it to kids
though, since it contains quite alot of violence and some graphic scenes, not meant for young audiences.

Karmologyclinic says

Mptv ato aut? £?Xa dlaB?0el Tov TpeAavtn Kal Tov Mayka Kal To Mapap?01 xwp?¢ voud, ta
oT0?0 BUUZHOL ?TI POV PpECAV. Z€ AUT?TO BIPA?0 y?p1{a pE Bapl? Kapdl? KAl EEAVIANTIK?
Bapeu?pa K20 0eA?00, deV BUU?UAL KOV AV TO TEAE?wOA. M7AAOV 2X1.

vangelis says

thisis my favorite book so far. it refers to the macedonian war back in early 90s

the author manages to give a tremendous rythm to the story which keeps the reader awake all time.i have to
say that duetoits historical backround may not fit to non-greek readers apreciation but i would definetly
recommend it to all my friends




